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WESTWOOD COMMUNITY 4 NEWSLETTER 

November 2021

 

 

A message from our President 

To all our residents and your families, I would like to wish you all a happy and 
healthy Thanksgiving.  

I must say, that as I ride through our community, I am very pleased to see that 
the majority of our residents are taking great pride in their property.  “Pride 
of Place” is alive and well in Westwood 4 and it shows as our community is 
one of the nicest in the area. Thank you.  

Just a reminder that there will be an important general membership meeting 
this month. Signs will be posted at the street entrances and by the clubhouse 
as a reminder. If you are unable to attend, please return your signed proxy to 
the office before the meeting.  

 
Stay safe and be well.  
Stephen Creazzo  
President 

General Information 
Phone: 954-722-0648 

Email:  westwood4hoa@aol.com 

Facebook:  Westwood4 

Website: www.westwood4.org 

 
Office Hours: 
Tuesday        9 a.m.to 2 p.m. 
Wednesday   9 a.m.to 2 p.m. 
Thursday       9 a.m.to 2 p.m. 

Newsletter Editorial Staff 

Editors:   Denise Vogel 
                 Alyse Thompson 
 

Be sure to check out:  
 Information on the November Annual General Community Meeting 

 Let’s Talk Trash 

 Tips on Tips 

 Your camera can be your best friend 

 Community News, Information, Reminders 

 From the Editor 
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November 17th General Meeting 

Board Nominations, Voting and  
Proxy Collection 

Ever wonder why community policies are changed or new policies 
implemented?  Ever wonder who made those decisions?  Ever wonder 
how those decisions are made?  Ever wonder if your opinion can influence 
the decision making that impacts the entire community? It’s easy, just 
volunteer to be a board member and your voice can influence a variety of 
important matters.   

The Westwood 4 Board consists of 9 seats.  All seats are open each 
year.    If you or someone you know would like to run to serve on the board, please contact Pat Rutherford 
at (954)-295-0607.  The nomination period generally ends seven days before the meeting; however, 
nominations are also taken from the floor at the Annual General Nominations.  

The annual nominations meeting, which is also a General Meeting, will be 
held on November 17, 2021 at 8:00 p.m. in the clubhouse. 

By this time, you should have received through the mail, a Meeting Notice that includes a proxy for you to 
cast your vote in case you are unable to attend the meeting in person.  In order to conduct business officially 
at the November 17th meeting, a quorum of 25% is needed.  That quorum can be met with a combination 
of in person attendance or proxy.  If you are unable to attend the meeting, please send your proxy so that it 
is received by November 15, 2021.  You can drop it off at the clubhouse or if you are unable to drop it off you 
can call the office and someone will come to your home and pick it up.  It is very important that your proxy 
is signed with your legal signature.  If you send in your proxy and then decide to attend the meeting in person, 
the proxy can be revoked when you sign in at the meeting. 
 
Please note  

 Only homeowners have voting rights 
 There is one (1) vote per household 
 Only homeowners can serve as members of the board. 
 

The election meeting will be held on December 15, 2021 beginning at 8:00 p.m. 
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LET’S TALK TRASH! 
 
We are very fortunate to live in a town that provides bulk trash and yard waste 
pickup services on a weekly basis.  There are however, rules about how the trash 

should be prepared for pick-up.  Below is information from the Tamarac Township 
website about how to prepare your trash, bulk items and yard waste for pickup.  
Currently the pickup schedule for bulk items is on Friday so please do not put your 
bulk items curbside until Thursday.  Placing bulk pickup items before Thursday makes 
our community look uninviting and sloppy. 
 

 
Yard Waste 
For your convenience, yard waste can be placed in the same cart as your household garbage.  Yard waste 
includes grass, trimmings, tree limbs, palm fronds, etc.  Please make sure it is bagged and/or cut to size 
to allow the lid to close completely.  Yard waste can also be set out for collection on your regularly 
scheduled bulk trash day.  Yard waste set out for collection must be cut and bundled so that it is no longer 
than four (4) feet in any direction and not heavier than forty (40) pounds. 
 
Bulk Trash 
Bulk trash is collected weekly and includes household items such as couches, chairs, mattresses, tables, 
appliances, carpeting, etc.   
 
Curbside Yard Waste and Bulk Trash Limits  
Tree Trimmings, branches, lumber, carpeting and metal poles must be cut into sections not to exceed 4 feet in 
length and tied in bundles of 40 pounds or less.  Residents are limited to no more than 3 cubic yards of bulk trash 
and yard waste each week; however, it is collected once every week. 
 
 
 
 

TAKE A PICTURE  
It’s Worth Your Time 

 
A picture is worth 1,000 words.  A picture can also be worth thousands of dollars where 
your home and property are concerned.  Consider taking pictures of your home and 
property in case a disaster such as a fire or hurricane destroys your possessions.  If 
a disaster comes your way, having pictures to show the insurance company as 
proof of ownership and damage will go a long way to providing evidence needed 
to process a claim.  Also, a picture will provide evidence of the age of the items 
damaged which will help in determining the value of items lost. 
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TIPS FOR TIPS 

 
 
According to Emily Post the holiday season is traditionally the time 
Americans choose to thank those who provide them with year-round 
services.  It is important to remember that holiday tipping is truly 
about saying thank you.  With a little creativity you can accommodate 
everyone on your list this year without blowing your budget.  
 
Here are some things to consider when you are deciding how to thank people, whom you will spend 
money on, and how much you will spend: 
 

 Your budget: First and foremost, you should not feel obligated to go beyond your personal budget. 
 If your budget does not allow for tips, consider homemade gifts; and if you are not good with 

crafts or in the kitchen, remember that words are always a great way to express your thanks for a 
year of good service.  Even a wave, a smile and a verbal “Happy Holidays” goes a long way to 
making others feel special. 

 The quality and frequency of the service you receive. 
 Your relationship with the service provider and the length of service. 
 Common sense, specific circumstances and holiday spirit should always be your guide. 

 
 

Service Provider Options Suggested Amount of Gift 
Barber and Beauty Salon Staff 
 

Cash or gift Up to the cost of one haircut or a gift 

Pet groomer Cash or gift (if the same person grooms 
your pet all year). 

Up to the cost of one session or a gift 

Personal caregiver 
 

Cash or gift Up to one week to one month’s salary 
or a gift 

Newspaper delivery person 
 

Cash or small gift Amount or Gift: $10-30 or a small gift 

Mail carrier 
 

Small gift only Post office rules are that gifts should 
not have a value of more than $20 

Trash/Recycling collectors 
 

Cash or gift  $10-30 each 

Yard/Garden worker 
 

Cash or gift $20-50 each 
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Community News 
 
 

 Holiday Visits from Family and Friends 
 
 
With the holidays fast approaching, family and friends will want to be visiting 
with you and your family.  Anyone under the age of 18 must be accompanied by 
an adult when out in the community.  In addition, guest under 18 who want to 
use the pool must be accompanied by an adult.  
 
 
 

 
 Change Clocks and Check Home Fire Alarms 

November 7th is when Daylight Saving Time ends for most areas of 
the U.S., so in 2021 we'll “fall back” one hour and return to Standard 
Time.  Be sure to set your clocks back one hour before bed on 
Saturday, November 6th so your clocks will show the correct time 
when you wake on Sunday, November 7th. 

 
This is also a good time to check the batteries in your home fire alarms to ensure 
they will work in a fire emergency. 
 
 

 
 

 Freecycle Coming to Westwood 4 
Westwood 4 has its own Freecycle Network.  What is Freecycle?  It is a new concept for getting and giving 
goods for free within our community. It is all about the reuse of items and keeping good stuff out of landfills.  
If you have an item in good condition that you would rather see someone else put to use rather than throw 
it away, post a picture of the item on the Westwood 4 Facebook page.  If someone within the community is 
interested in the item, they will let you know and then you place item at your curb.  The interested person 
will pick it up.  Remember that the items are free! 
 
 

 Social/Activities Committee 
The community would once again like to set up a social/activities committee 
to plan future events.  Anyone interested in serving on this committee should 
send an e-mail to westwood4boardofdirectors@gmail.com or call  
Ellen Flexman at 954-722-2419. 
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Community Reminders 
 
 Payment of Monthly Maintenance Fee 

When paying your monthly maintenance fee, please remember to put your Block and Lot numbers on 
both your check and your payment slip. 
 
 

 Masks When Visiting 
Please remember that masks are required when visiting the Clubhouse and/or the office. 
 
 

 Clubhouse Rental 
The Board has been closely monitoring the CDC guidelines for COVID and has determined that the 
Clubhouse can once again be available for rent.   Only residents of Westwood 4, Section 22, can rent the 
clubhouse.  The cost of the rental is $175 along with a security deposit of $200.  In addition, a written 
rental agreement signed by the homeowner is required. 
 

 Rental is for the Clubhouse only and does not include use of the pool for the renter or their guests.  
 Use of the Clubhouse is at the homeowner’s and their guests’ risk. 

 
Applications for rental are available in the Clubhouse and can also be found in the Owners Corner section 
of the Westwood Community 4 website (www.westwood4.org). For more information, contact  
Ellen Flexman at 954-722-2419.  
 

 Architectural Modification Request 
If you are planning any external architectural modifications to your home the 
project must be approved by the Community 4 Board of Directors BEFORE any 
work can begin as stipulated in the community rules provided to all 
homeowners.   When in doubt, contact the office before the project begins.  

If any external architectural modifications are done before the Community 4 
Board of Directors’ approval, the modifications will have to be removed at the 
homeowner’s expense. 

 Contact Information 
Is your current contact information on file?  If not, or if you are not sure please contact Kathy in the 
office at 954-722-0648.  Another option is to email her at westwood4hoa@aol.com.  Many residents 
in the community have requested that direct communication be done through email rather than 
through phone calls.  Whichever your preference, please ensure you reach out to Kathy with updated 
information. 
 
In addition, it is important that we have your current email address on file (if you have one) because 
we hope to email the newsletter to most of the Westwood 4 residents sometime in early 2022. 
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Community Information 
 Pets 

A Tamarac Ordinance requires pet owners to clean up after their pets. Westwood 4 also 
requires pet owners to clean up after their pets. Please be considerate of your neighbors 
and clean up after your pets.   In addition, pets must be leashed when outside of your 
home.  Whether out for a stroll around your neighborhood or playing in your yard, pets 
must be leashed at all times. 
 

 Speed Limit 
The speed limit in the community is 25 mph.  Please observe this limit to keep our residents 
safe as many of us walk, jog, ride bikes and walk dogs during the day and night.  The winding 
curves of the streets make it difficult to see street activity until it is almost upon the driver.  
Exceeding the speed limit makes this especially dangerous.  Also, remember there is NO 
parking on the grass and NO overnight parking on the street. 
 

 Newsletter Advertising 
Advertisements that will be included in the Newsletter are being accepted.  If you or someone you know 
would like to advertise in the Newsletter, submit an 8” x 11” copy-ready ad along with payment.  The 
cost per edition is $75.00 for black & white copies or $100.00 for color copies. 
 

 FACEBOOK 
The Westwood Facebook page is being updated regularly with information and news 
concerning the community and the township.  News you do not want to miss!   Join the 
Westwood Four private group on Facebook.  Simply “Friend” us at Westwood Four to 
join.  This group is private and is for Westwood 4 residents only so it is closed to all of 
your other Facebook friends.  Only residents will learn about the goings-on in the 

community and updates from the township.  Join the group, as many residents already have, and be 
kept up-to-date on announcements.   
 

 Website 
Westwood Four now has a website that will be used to provide current community information to all 
residents.  The website will evolve and grow with the needs of the community.  Go to www.westwood4.org 
and take a look.  Be sure to sign up for the Owner’s Corner, where you can find all of the forms to apply for 
an architectural modification or to rent the Clubhouse.  The community rules are also available in the 
Owner’s Corner section of the website. 

The website is a work in progress and will evolve as more information and items of interest are added.  If 
you have something to share, know of someone celebrating a milestone birthday or some other important 
news, please send the information to westwood4boardofdirectors@gmail.com. 

 Future Newsletters 

The Westwood Community Newsletter will begin to be emailed to those residents that have 
provided email addresses beginning sometime in 2022.  Please contact the office at 954-
722-0648 to ensure that your preferred email address is on file.  If you prefer, you can send 
an email to westwood4hoa@aol.com, and include your name and address or your lot and 
block number. 
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From the Editor 

 
For half the year, I live in a small town in New Jersey named Morganville.  When someone asks 
me where I am from in NJ, I always say I am from the center of the state near Freehold.  It seems 
everyone who knows anything about New Jersey knows the general vicinity of Freehold.  
Freehold was first settled in 1685 by a group of Scottish reformers fleeing religious persecution.  
Humble beginnings for sure, but only a very exclusive group were really accepted.  Freehold 
comes from the term "freeholder," which originally meant a person who owned an estate of land 
over which he had complete control, land that was owned clear of debt.  These exclusive people, 
called “freeholders,” were the only people allowed to vote in an election.  While the voting rules 
did not specifically state that women and minorities could not vote, it is pretty obvious that the 
rules were written so women (who could not legally own land at that time) and minorities (who 
were the poorest people in the state) would never be part of the exclusive group called 
“freeholders.” 

Obtaining voting rights has always included a struggle between those who want voting rights and 
those who want to suppress voting rights.  Here in Westwood 4, we have an election coming on 
December 15th to select the Westwood 4 Board of Directors.  These are the people that will steer 
our community, represent our interests and decide on a variety of important matters, from 
recreational features to managing budgets to enforcing bylaws and other community rules.  
Granted, this is not an election for the next president of the United States, but still, the people 
selected will certainly impact our quality of life in the community.   

So, when the time comes, take a moment and vote, or make sure to return your completed proxy.  
After all, you have the right for your voice to be heard and the nominees should have the privilege 
to listen to your voice. 
 
 

 Stay well and be happy, 
Denise Vogel 
Editor 
 
 


